THE ADVOCATE.

THE CAMPAIGN OPENS.

The campaign upon which we are

just entering 1 this stale may wall
be regarded as the most important
ever undertaken by any party in any
state since the foundstion of the re-
public. Kansas is the proneer in the
impending social and economio revo-
Intion. The People’s party had its
origin here, and here it achieved its
first substantial vietory. The spirit
which has inspired the movement
alsewhere has gone out from Kansas,
and fotore and lasting success in
other states and in the nation de-
pends upon the ocontinuance of suc-
coss here. Kansas must lose no
ground in the contest of 1804. She
must take no backward step. The
inflnence of a retrograde movement
hers wonld unavoidably prove disas-
trouos elsewhere. This fact is as ap-
parent to onr political adversaries as
itis to us. They realize that the
growth of our party can only be ar-
rested by strniking at the source of its
inspiration, and all the powers of
platoeracy, the combined machinery
of corporations, trusts and nalional
benks will bs concentrated againat
us in this campaign. The republi-
ocan party will not lack either money
or speskers or other instrumentali-
ties for the condunot of the most ag-
gressive oampaign ever waged against
a politioal adversary, and past exper-
ience has demonstrated that it will
have no scruples respecting the
means it will employ to achieve suo-
oess. In the face of these facts it
becomes us to consider, while yet on
the threshhold of the impending con-
test, what the necessities of the
hour demand of each individual, and
of the party as a whole throughout
the state.

(1) Individually the first demand
is self-asorifice. No personal ambi-
tion or aspiration shonld stand in the
way of party sucoess. The best men
should be put forward everywhere as
the representatives and standard-
bearers of the party, and any consid-
erable opposition to any oandidate
for political preferment should be
sufficient reason for that candidate to
voluntarily stand aside and leave the
track olear to one upon whom all can
nnite. An nowillingness to make this
personal sacrifice should in itself be
congidered safficient to render such
candidate naworthy of sapport. In
a oontest like this, the sucoess of
measures and not of men is the im-
portant thing. The best of men
must be regarded only as the instra-
ments by which the ends in view are
to be sitained; and it matters not,
therefere, what may become of indi-
viduals if the measures npon which
depend the prosperity and happiness
of the people and the establishment
of free institntions shall prevail. A
comprehension of, and due regard
for these facta is the first essential to
any suoceas that shall be real and

(2) There is a disposition mani-
{ested in some of the senatorial dis-
triots now represented by Populisis
in the state legislsture to nominate
the incnmbents so other positions.
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ment. The man who acoepted that
position two years ago accepted it for
the term, and the burden of electing
his successor before that term expires
should not be thrown upon the party
st this time. The senate is onrs, and
it should remain so withount the
neoessity of another contest to insure
it. We are not now disoussing the
merit of our state senstors, nor call-
ing in question their qualifications for
other positions. They have, in fact,
besn weighed in the balance and
found not wanting. They may have the
best of claims for advancement, and
st another time it will afford uns
pleasure to favor their promotion.
Now, however, we must hold what
we have and concentrate our efforts
to secure whatever else wa need.
State senators should exhibit the
spirit of self-saorifice which has been
before referred to and which is in-
onmbent upon svery patriotio eitizen,
and decline to be candidstes for any
other office until the expiration of
the term for which they were alected.
By so doing the people will be more
certain of securing & majority in the
lower house and thereby insuring
nesded legislation whioh will cer-
tainly be blooked again if republi-
cans have a majority in either house.
There muast be no failare this year to
gain control of the legwslsture, and
the snpreme importance of this should
not be overlooked throngh uadoe at-
tention to petby county offices which
are insignificant in comparison.

The state ticket of course, is im-
portant, and ite importance will nob
fail to be appreciated. It will be a
sorry day for the people of Kansas
shonld the administration of state
affairs and the machinery of election
returns ever again fall into the hands
of a party that, aside from its hypoc-
risy and dishonesty in the cond net of
public affairs, was successful in steal-
ing the state election in 18%0 and
failed in stealing that of 1892 only
throngh the watohfulness of the
chairman of our state central com-
mittee and those entrusted by him
with that duty. With the power in
the hands of such & party the will of
the people can never be oertain of
free expression in whatever direction
they may desire to exercise it.

But, important as is the election of
a legislatnre and a state ticket, there
is ons office that mnst be regarded as
really more important than all
others. 'We are living to-day under
a judicial oligarchy. It matters not
what is gained in the way of legisla-
tion so long a8 a republican corpora-
tion lawyer sits npon the bench with
power to declare every law enacted
unconstitutional, and to subordinate
every individual right to the inter-
eats of ocorporate and ocapitalistio
gread. We have witnessed enough
of court antocracy recently to indi-
oate the importance of adminisiering
it a proper rebnke on a final appeal
to the people. It is fall time to un-
dertake the delermination of the
question whether this is ever again
to be & government of the people,
and there will never be s betier time

bﬁmlhuworktlun in the elec-

tion of & jostioe of the supreme court

this year in Eansas.
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oal gitaation thus exhibits the magni-
tade of the work to be scocomplished
and the opposing forces to be en-
countered. The result rests with the
people of the state. Victory can only
be attained by much personal saeri-
fice and hard work. The daty rest-
ing upon one individual eannot be
shifted to the shoulders of another,
Faoch must resolve to do hus part and
to do it well. The edacational work
comes first, and in this the distriba-
tion of literature is of more import-
ance than all else. Publio meetings
have their effect, but many can be
reached by a bookor a paper who
would never atiend a meeting at all
Let no agency be neglected, and let
the work begin at once and never
cease until the last vote is connted in
November.

JUDICIAL DESPOTISM.

Omaha dispatches of April 24 an-
nounos the fine and imprisonment of
Edward Rosewater, editor of the
Omahs Bee, for alleged contempt of
court. These dispatches say:

The allaged offenss committad by Mr.
Rosewater was in allowing $o bs printed in
the Bee a loocal arkicle in whioh it waa
stated that there wes evidently some par-
tiality shown to oertain oriminals in the
distriot court, 88 of two men osught rob-
bing & raileoad depot, the poor man waa
sentenoced to prison and the son of wealthy
parents was given his liberty without the
oass coming fo trial. The faocts in the case
were not denied, but Judge C. 8. Soots,
who had dismissed the osss in question,
folt mggrieved at the word “pall” used in
the artiole and had ihe reporber who wrobe
the matter brought bafore him for oom-
tompt. After a disgraceful scens in courd
the reportor was sent up for thirly days,
and then Judge Soott conoludad to araign
the editor of the paper on the same charge,

The man who does not have con-
tempt for a conrt like that of Judge
Soott deserves to be fined and im-|jun
prisoned, but the fine and imptison-
ment in this instance is visited upon
those who seem to have a proper con-
ception of the character of the conrd.
Talk of the despotism of the Czar of |y,
Rossia! There is not a greater des-
potism on earth to-day than onr
American judiciary. It not only sits
in jndgment upon the rights of the
American people but it manufactures | ¢
the laws by which they shall be
judged. It assumes to be above eriti-
cism and presumes to establish a
censorship over the press. This is
but one of the incidents showing the
direction in which we are drifting,
and still men who would feel insulted
were it insinuated that they are not
possessed of ordinary intelligence
will sit meekly down and witness one
encronchment apon the liberties of
the people after another until they|C
ars completaly enslaved, and yet in-
sist that everything is all right and
that this is the grandest government
on the face of the earth. At the
Uhicago anti-trust convention, Editor
Rosewater was quite indignant when
some of the delegates questioned the
mtegrity of the ocourts and poiated
out some of their acts of tyranny. It
would be interesting to know his
opinion apon this subject now.

THE IIPUBHCE_IONIY PLANK.
The Capital and the Atchison

publican platforms. The Capital of
April 25 says:

The Atohison Champion gives up two eol-
umns of its valuable editorial page #o ex-
planations of the financial plank in the
Hon. Case Rroderiok’s new financial plet-
form. The plank 1s the Minneapolis plank
verbatim with the following exiraordinary
words added: "“And we mean what wo say.”
The question in the First dietrict now ssema
$o be jusk what do we mean when we say
that wo mean what we say.

The Capital here inadvertantly
states an impcrtant truth. When the
republicans of the first distriet quote
the financial plank of the Minneapo-
lis platform and declare that it means
what it says, the question at onoe oo-
ours, what does it say? It doesnot
say anything. It wes never designed
to say snything. It was especially
designed not to say anything. It
was built in such a way as to permit
the politicians to pnt such 8 constrae-
tion apon it as the sentiment of any
locality might require. The Capital
is right; “the question in the First
district seems to be just what do we
mean when we say that we mean
what we say,” and that quesiion ap-
plies as wall elsewhers ss in the
First district when speaking of re-
publican platforms.

YOU'RE NOT A HSUBSCRIBER.

Well, what of it? That’s no reason
you should not read this paper and
then give it to your neighbor. Some
one has paid for it or else it 1a sent
toyon as a sample. By reading it
you may catoh onto something you
did not think of before.
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